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Watch Out for “Vampire Energy’ Costs

it goes by sevaral names—standby
power, leaking eteciricity, vampire
energy—and if you live in the typical
American household, it costs you
about $35 a vear, or between 4%
ar.t 7% of your home elsctricity use
{about the same as a new, efficient
refrigerator uses in a year).

It doesn’t sound dike much, at
first glance. But according to Presi-
dent Bush in a speech he made on
the topic last summer, "W we multi-
plied the vampire devices™ energy
consumption across the couniry,
we're talking about 52 bilion kilo-

satt-hours over a year, or the eguiva- -

leny of 26 average-size power
plants.”

What can you do to cut back?
Mot ruch, since the lesking energy
comes from eqguipment you already
own, and it isn't terribly effcient o
go around unplugging every anpli-
ance after you use it. But there are
a few things you can do.
® Pnplug television sets, YORs and
mher appliances that you don't use
reguentiy.

B Use "power stripg” 1o control
groups of appliances that have
standby power, such as compuiers
and audio eguipment. Switching off
the strips will curb energy leaks.

@ Recharge your celiphone in your
car instead of at nome. And unplug
recharging devices when you're not
using them.

& Buy consumer electronics with the
government's Energy Star fabel, o
symbol of energy efficiency.

Standby power is defined by Call-
jornia’s Lawrence Berkeley National

Laboratory, a lab operated for the En-

ergy Department, as “power cor-
sumed by an appliance whilg

switched off or not performing its pri-

mary purpose.”

We're talking about any applance
with a remots control (think {elevi-
sions and garage-door openars}, &
digital clack or display (Mmicrowavea,
VCRY} end anything with & recharger
(cordless phone, portable vacuum
clesnery.

A typical home will have 20 such
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devices drawing standby power. The
culpits can include things you don't
normally think of as wasting electric-
Hy—deorbelis, thermostats, answer-
ing machines. According to Berkeley
Lab, standby power is “probabty the
fasiest-growing use of electricity in
U5, homes.”

Homz offices contribute to the
problem. “Computer equipment adds
up,” says Alan Meler, a staff scien-
tist at the Berkeley lab, “Many scan-
fers don't have *off switches, for in-
stance. They're always on, and how
often do pecple uze their scan-
ners®” )

To figure out how much you spend
on izaking ateclricity each veaar,
count up the number of devices in
your home that you suspect use
standby power—remember, anything
with & remwote contrd (even ceiling
fans and decorative gas fireplaces),
anything with a digital display {wash-
ing machines, coifes makers) and
anything that's plugged intc the wail
in order to charge a portable device
(portable CO player, ceilphonel. Then
multiply that number by two, and
that's abott how many dolfars a
year your household spends on vam-
pire energy.

In soming years, many devices
that now leak will be made more ap-
eigy-efficient, which will transiate to
iowet energy bills Tor the fvpicat
home. As M, Meler puts it “the fu-
ture will be better”
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